THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS

BYLAW NO. 2005

A Bylaw to Revise the Five Year Financial Plan
For the Years 2014 - 2018

WHEREAS the Community Charter requires that Council adopt a Five Year
Financial Plan annually before the adoption of the annual property tax bylaw and
that the financial plan may be amended by bylaw at any time;

NOW THEREFORE Council for the Corporation of the City of Grand Forks, in
open meeting assembled, ENACTS, as follows:

1; Appendix “A” and Appendix “B” attached hereto and made part of this
Bylaw is hereby declared to be the Five Year Financial Plan of the
Corporation of the City of Grand Forks for the Years 2014 to 2018.

2. This bylaw may be cited, for all purposes, as the “Year 2014 — 2018
Financial Plan Bylaw Amendment No 1”.

Introduced this 6" day of October, 2014

Read a FIRST time this 20th day of October, 2014

Read a SECOND time this 20th day of October, 2014

Read a THIRD time this 20th of October, 2014

FINALLYMOPTED this 3rd day of November, 2014
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/?\ﬂayor Brian Taylor / 7 Corporate Officer Diane Heinrich

CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of Bylaw No. 2005, as
adopted by the Municipal Council of the City of Grand Forks on the 3rd day of
November, 2014.

Clerk of the Municipal Council of the
City of Grand Forks
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City of Grand Forks
Appendix B to Bylaw 2005
Year 2014 - 2018 Financial Plan Bylaw Amendment No. 1
Revenues, Property Taxes and Exemptions

In accordance with Section 165 (3.1) of the Community Charter, The City of Grand Forks is
required to include in the five year financial plan bylaw, objectives and polices regarding each

of the following:

- the proportion of total revenue that comes from each of the funding sources described in

Section 165(7) of the Community Charter;
- the distribution of property taxes among the property classes; and

- the use of permissive tax exemptions.

Sources of Revenue

Revenue source % of Total 2014 Revenue
Property taxes , grants in lieu &
franchise Fees 22.3%
Parcel taxes 0.7%
User levies 13.4%
Fees and charges 36.9%
Grants and other 26.8%

Objective

For operations, to maintain annual increases to a level that approximates the annual

increase in inflation unless a specific program or project is identified that requires tax
revenue funding. For capital and fiscal, to review and address annually the long term
needs for capital infrastructure.

Policies
- The City will review the fees/charges annually to ensure that they keep pace with
changes in the cost-of-living, as well as, changes in the methods or levels of service

delivery.

- The City will encourage the use of alternate revenue resources instead of property
taxes.

- User fees will be set to recover the full cost of services except where Council determines

that a subsidy is in the general public interest.

Distribution of Property Tax Rates

In establishing property tax rates, Council will take into consideration:

- The amount of property taxes levied as compared to other municipalities.
- The property class conversion ratio as compared to other municipalities.
- The tax share borne by each property class

- The tax ratios of each property classification



City of Grand Forks
Appendix B to Bylaw 2005
Year 2014 - 2018 Financial Plan Bylaw Amendment No. 1
Revenues, Property Taxes and Exemptions

The City will receive the Revised Assessment Roll for 2014 in April and will set the
property tax rates based on the assessment before May 15, 2014. The 2014 distribution
of property tax rates amongst all the property classifications will not be known until then.

The distribution for 2013 were as follows:

Property Class % of General Revenue Taxation
Residential 51.9347%
Utility 1.6893%
Major Industry 26.0002%
Light Industry 19.0238%
Business and Other 1.3242%
Recreation / Non-profit 0.0097%
Farm 0.0181%

Objective

To ensure equity among property classes by reviewing the ratios of property class
allocations annually. In 2009 the industry tax ratio was lowered to 17.06 from 20.52. In
2013, the industry ratio was lowered to 9.92 from 10.55 in 2012.  As well, in 2013, the
business conversion ratio was lowered from 2.52 in 2012 to 2.39. In 2013 the light industy
class was lowered from 2.96 to 2.93. For 2014, consideration for class conversion ratios

will be considered in April.

Policies -
- The City will review and set tax rates and shift each property classification's tax share
annually until such time as Council deems the property classifications' share to be

equitable.

Permissive Tax Exemptions

In guiding and approving permissive tax exemptions, Council will take into consideration:
- Not-for-profit occupiers of City property for the duration of their occupancy.

- Land and improvements surrounding a statutorily exempt building for public worship.

Objective

To optimize the provision of charitable and not for profit services for the benefit of Grand
Forks residents, to provide property tax exemptions as permitted under the Community
Charter in a consistent and fair manner, to restrict provision of exemption to those
providing an extension to city services and to reduce the impact to city revenues.

Policies

Grand Forks residents must be primary beneficiaries of the organization's services and the
services provided must be accessible to the public.



