












































































































































 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS 
 

COUNCIL INFORMATION SUMMARY  
FOR November 7TH, 2011 

 

 
 
 

1. UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 
 

 

 ITEM SUBJECT MATTER RECOMMENDATION 

CORRESPONDENCE TO/FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
10(a) From Emcon Services Advising of User Group 

Meeting 
Mayor and Council are invited to attend 
– Deputy Fire Chief and Manager of 
Technical Services and Utilities will be 
in attendance 

10(b) Correspondence from the 
Grand Forks Community 
Trail Society 

Concerns regarding 
barricades where Trans 
Canada Trail crosses the 
Highway 

Refer to the Mayor to respond 

10(c)  Correspondence from the 
Gazette – Annual Winter 
Shop Local Campaign 

Asking for City to sponsor 
in the Shop Local 
Campaign for the amount 
of $700. 

That Council support this event as they 
have in the past by contributing 
$700.00 as a sponsorship fee to the 
Grand Forks Gazette for this year’s 
Winter Shop Local Campaign 

    

CORRESPONDENCE TO/FROM STAFF 
10(d) Staff Memorandum from 

the Manager of Technical 
Services 

Regarding a GFI Request 
for Improvements to the 
infield at James Donaldson 
Park 

Recommend that it be referred to the 
2012-2016 Financial Plan process 

10(e) Memorandum from Alex 
Love regarding Smart 
Meters/AMR Meter 
Information Session 

Follow up information from 
October 24th Staff 
presentation from City’s 
Electrical Consultant 

Receive for information – This 
memorandum is posted on the City’s 
bulletin board 

10(f) Correspondence from the 
Grand Forks Parade 
Committee 

Asking for funds to support 
the Grand Forks Annual 
Canada Day, Fall Fair and 
Santa Claus Parade in the 
amount of $600.oo 

Recommend that it be referred to the 
2012-2016 Financial Plan process 

    

GENERAL INFORMATION 
10(g) Correspondence from 

Emcon Services 
Advising of Safe Winter 
Driving Information 
Advertising and on Web 
Site 

Receive for information 

    

MINUTES FROM OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
10(h) October 24th Task List List of completed and in 

progress tasks 
File 

Date:  November 2nd, 2011 
Agenda: November 7th, 2011 
Proposal: To Receive the Items Summarized for Information 
Proposal By: Staff 

Staff Recommendation: 
That Information Items numbered 10(a) to 10(h) be received and acted upon as recommended. 





Grand Forks Community Trails Society 
Box 2921, Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0 

 

 
 

On the web at http://www.gftrails.ca 

18-Oct-2011 
 
Mayor and Councilors, 
City of Grand Forks 
Grand Forks, BC 
 
Dear Mayor Taylor and Members of Council: 
 
I was quite dismayed to see the City Works crews erecting barricades on both sides of Highway 
Three, where the Trans Canada Trail crosses the Highway. It was my understanding that while this 
was a source of conflict between the City and the Provincial Ministry of Highways, some sort of 
publicly accessible process would be undertaken before any barriers would be erected. 
 
The Grand Forks Community Trails Society has worked long and hard to develop and promote the 
trails network within and around the City to encourage walkers, hikers and bicyclists. The Society 
also spent a considerable sum of money on signage at the Trans Canada Trail crossing of the 
Highway to promote this trails network to the thousands of travelers on Highway Three. According 
to the Tourist Information Center, information on trails is in the top three requests for information 
about the area. This barrier, which effectively cuts off the flow of traffic on the Trans Canada Trail, 
seems to be at odds with the concept of ‘pedestrian friendly’ and presents a very different message 
to the newly installed Trans Canada Trail signage. 
 
I recognize that the Ministry of Highways has concerns about people walking across a Provincial 
Highway, but forcing them to walk up towards the very confusing 18th Street/Donaldson Drive 
crossing or down towards the A&W where people are trying to make left turns hardly seems to 
make sense. In addition, this is a major deer crossing. I recently watched a good-sized buck coming 
down the trail jump over the barrier right into the path of an oncoming car. Fortunately this occurred 
in daylight and the driver was alert. What will happen at night, in bad weather conditions? One can 
imagine the carnage. So, while this barrier may make sense to someone who applies rules to 
circumstances, in real life these barriers do not address what is perceived as a problem so much as 
it exacerbates it.  
 
What I would like to propose is to develop an opening in the railings, connected with a proper 
crossing offset, a few metres east of the Trans Canada Trail crossing, so that trail users could not 
come off the trail and cross the road. “Dismount and Walk” signage is appropriate, as is some form 
of warning to drivers on Highway Three – “Trail Crossing” signs, similar to those on Highway 21 
near Curlew Lake in Washington State come to mind. Also, a gap in the barrier would focus and 
control to some degree, the wildlife traffic. The Ministry of Highways has already spent thousands to 
reconfigure the Highways to improve sight lines, why not take advantage of this and promote the 
‘Pedestrian Friendly’ image of the City at the same time? This seems to be a simple answer to a 
complex situation. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this letter.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
George Longden, Chairperson 

























TASK LIST FOR MEETINGS SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 24TH, 2011 
ISSUE ASSIGNED COMPLETED 

PRIMARY COMMITTEE MEETING   
a) RESOLVED THAT THE PRIMARY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS 

TO COUNCIL THAT STAFF BE DIRECTED TO DRAFT THE 
APPROPRIATE ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW AND THAT 
COUNCIL WAIVES THE PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS PURSUANT 
TO SECTION 890 (4) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT.                                                                       

 
Kathy/Diane 

 
1st & 2nd Reading 
on Nov 7th Agenda 

REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL   

Unfinished Business:   
a) RESOLVED THAT FUNDING FOR THE FOLLOWING BICYCLE 

PARKING STANDS BE INCLUDED IN THE 2012 OPERATING 
BUDGET: ALL 4 CORNERS OF EACH INTERSECTION OF 
MARKET AND 4TH, 3RD AND 2ND STREETS; TWO CORNERS OF 
2ND AND 72ND; AND TWO CORNERS OF 3RD AND 72

ND
.    

 
Cecile 

 
In Progress 

Reports, Questions & Inquiries from Members of Council:   
1. Councillor Davies:   

She advised if others are interested in attaining further information, a Haskap 
Berry email group has been formed at: 
http://groups.google.com/group/boundaryhaskap?hl=en. In addition, she 
advised that more information is available through Mr. Braaten’s website: 
http://www.haskapcentral.com. She asked that this information be included on 
the City’s website. 

 
RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS SET 

UP A VOLUNTEER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE, 
AND THAT STAFF BE DIRECTED TO COMPILE A REPORT TO COUNCIL 
ON THE POTENTIAL MAKE UP OF THE COMMITTEE, THE PURPOSE OF 
THE COMMITTEE INCLUDING TERMS OF REFERENCE, AND A 
RECOMMENDED BUDGET FOR THE COMMITTEE 

 
Diane 
 
 
 
 
 
Lynne 
 

 
Done 
 
 
 
 
 
Refer to Nov 7th 
Agenda 

Summary of Information Items:   
c) Correspondence from the Royal Canadian Legion – Request for 
Remembrance Day and Poppy Sales for 2011. Recommend that Council 
grant permission to hold poppy distribution in the downtown area; grant 
permission to hold the Memorial Parade & Service at the Cenotaph on 
Friday, November 11

th
, 2011; grant permission to use the electric power 

from the light standard as permitted in previous years and grant approval 
for the annual contribution of $100.00 to the Poppy Fund.  
 
The Mayor to advise if participating in the parade and attend the 
luncheon following the ceremony.  Mayor or designate to advise if laying 
the wreath for the City. Council to advise if attending the Legion 
luncheon after the ceremony 
 
RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL GRANT PERMISSION TO HOLD POPPY 

DISTRIBUTION IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA; GRANT PERMISSION TO 
HOLD THE MEMORIAL PARADE & SERVICE AT THE CENOTAPH ON 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11

TH
, 2011; GRANT PERMISSION TO USE THE 

ELECTRIC POWER FROM THE LIGHT STANDARD AS PERMITTED IN 
PREVIOUS YEARS AND GRANT APPROVAL FOR THE ANNUAL 
CONTRIBUTION OF $100.00 TO THE POPPY FUND. 
 

 
 
Diane 

 
 
Done 

Bylaws:   
Bylaw No. 1924 – RESOLVED THAT  COUNCIL DEFERS ANY FURTHER 

DISCUSSION ON THE BYLAW UNTIL MORE DEFINITE DEVELOPMENT 
PLANS ARE RECEIVED FROM THE PROPERTY OWNER, AT WHICH TIME 
COUNCIL MAY DEBATE THIRD READING OF THE BYLAW.  
 

 
Kathy/Diane 

 
Done 

Bylaw No. 1926 – RESOLVED THAT BYLAW NO. 1926, CITED AS THE 

“2012 Annual Tax Exemption Bylaw No. 1926, 2011”, BE GIVEN FINAL 
READING. 
 

 
Diane 

 
Done 
 
 

http://groups.google.com/group/boundaryhaskap?hl=en
http://www.haskapcentral.com/
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