


























































































































































 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS 
 

COUNCIL INFORMATION SUMMARY  
FOR OCTOBER 11TH, 2011 

 

 
 
 

1. UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 
 

 

 ITEM SUBJECT MATTER RECOMMENDATION 
CORRESPONDENCE TO/FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

10(a) Local Government 
Leadership Award 

Picture of Councillor 
Thompson receiving LGLA 
Award at UBCM 

Receive for information.  
Congratulations to Councillor 
Thompson on her achievements 

10(b) Grand Forks International 
Correspondence 

Requested Maintenance to 
James Donaldson Field 

Refer to Staff for a report on the costs 
for the requested improvements to 
Donaldson Park, and an expected 
timeframe to accomplish the project, 
for Council’s consideration. 

10(c)  Civicvote.ca Website Candidate services for 
2011 Election 

Receive for information 

10(d) Thank-you card from SD 
#51 and others 

For the 25th Street-Hutton 
Pedestrian Crossing over 
Hwy #3 

File 

CORRESPONDENCE TO/FROM STAFF 
10(e) Correspondence from Rail 

Trail Dog Sled Race 2012 
Looking for Funding 
Support 

Refer to the 2012-2016 Budget 
Process 

10(f) Excerpt for City of GF 
Procedures Bylaw 1889 
Part 7 – Section 15 

Advising that Petitions and 
Delegations are 
suspended from close of 
nominations until meeting 
following the election on 
November 19th 

Receive for information  

10(g) Staff Memorandum for the 
Manager of Environmental 
& Bldg Const Services 

Report on Carbon Neutral Receive for information 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
10(h) From BC Hydro Annual Report Receive for information 
10(i) From Columbia Mountains 

– Call for Presentations, 
Posters and Field Trips 

Re: Urban Wildlife – 
Cranbrook, BC – April 18-
19th, 2012 

Receive for discussion – Refer 
information to Deer Committee 

MINUTES FROM OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
10(j) Environment Committee 

Minutes  
Meeting from September 
16th 

Receive for information 

10(k) Urban Deer Management 
Committee 

Draft Information – City of 
Cranbrook 

Receive for information 

10(l) Deer Committee Minutes From Sept 15th Minutes Receive for information 
10(m) Task List for Sept 19th, 

2011 
List of Completed & In-
Progress Tasks 

File 

Date:  October 5th, 2011 
Agenda: October 11th, 2011 
Proposal: To Receive the Items Summarized for Information 
Proposal By: Staff 

Staff Recommendation: 
That Information Items numbered 10(a) to 10(m) be received and acted upon as recommended. 
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Please see the information below sent on behalf of Columbia Mountains Institute of Applied Ecology regarding their upcoming
conference Urban Wildlife: Challenges and Management.  For more information please contact:
 

Jackie Morris, Executive Director
Columbia Mountains Institute of Applied Ecology
Box 2568, Revelstoke BC, Canada V0E 2S0
Phone and Fax: 250-837-9311
office@cmiae.org | www.cmiae.org

 

 

 
Columbia Mountains Institute of Applied Ecology

Call for Presentations, Posters, and Field Trips
Urban Wildlife: Challenges and Management 

April 18-19, 2012
Rocky Mountain Prestige Inn, Cranbrook BC 

 
Please read our submission guidelines.

Submissions are due November 30, 2011

Conference description

Wildlife numbers are increasing within many British Columbia municipalities, leading to more interactions with humans and our infrastructure.
Interactions can lead to property damage, public safety issues, public health concerns, impacts on biodiversity, and death or suffering of
wildlife. Deer, elk, coyotes, moose, geese, racoons, bears, and other animals can become more than a nuisance, putting
themselves and humans at risk. Through a combination of presentations, posters, and field trips, this conference will
address the environmental, social, and economic issues related to wildlife in urban settings. 

Who is this conference for?

We anticipate a multidisciplinary group of people: provincial, regional district, and municipal staff; biologists;
resource managers; First Nations; academics; industry, stewardship groups; and others with an interest in human–
wildlife interactions. 

We request presentations, posters, and field trips on the following topics:

Why do urban wildlife problems develop?
How can problems be avoided or mitigated?
How can communities decide when to act, and how would success be defined?
What decision support tools and guidelines are available?
What species are at issue in various parts of the province?
Are there threats to biodiversity?
Are there economic impacts because of urban wildlife problems?
What are the implications for human health and safety?
What is there to know about the human dimension of urban wildlife problems?
What can we learn from the success of programs such as Bear Aware?

mailto:office@cmiae.org
http://www.cmiae.org/
http://www.cmiae.org/submission-guidelines.php
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What can we learn from the success of programs in other jurisdictions?
What happens when the community is in or near a protected area?
Do wildfire prevention activities near urban centres alter ungulate behaviours and movements?
How can land use patterns such as wildlife corridors be managed to reduce problems?
How is managing wildlife in an urban area linked to managing wildlife in adjacent  rural agricultural lands?

And - Have you had positive experiences with urban wildlife? We'd like to hear about that, too! 

We welcome your suggestions for presentations and posters on related topics not listed here. 

Submit your presentation abstract before November 30, 2011
Submission guidelines for presentations, posters, and field trips are available here.

1. PowerPoint presentations**
If you would like to offer a 15 minute MS PowerPoint presentation, please send a title, an abstract, and your full
contact information to the Columbia Mountains Institute before November 30. Longer presentations may be
accommodated with advanced planning. There will be time for a few questions after your presentation. You are
welcome to “back up” your presentation with a poster, i.e. if you have data or other details that people will want to
examine closely.
** NOTE: If you are selected to be a presenter, you will need to provide a text summary (not PowerPoint slides) of
your presentation for the conference proceedings, before the conference. A description of what is required is here.
Presenters of PowerPoint presentations can attend with a reduced registration fee (one presenter per presentation at the
reduced rate).

2. Posters and displays 
Posters and displays about your projects are welcome. You are required to send a title, and an abstract or description
of your initiative, at least one month before the conference. Your abstract will be included in the conference
proceedings. 

3. Field trips
Field trip suggestions are welcome. Please send your description by November 30. Field trips are usually held on the
second afternoon of the conference, although longer field trips can be offered before or after the conference. Your field
trip description will be included in the conference proceedings. Late offers of field trips will be considered (by March
15).

Our conference partners

CMI is pleased to work with our conference sponsors, who are providing cash or in-kind support.
BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations 

BC SPCA
Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area

FORREX
Interior Reforestation

 Wildlife Collision Prevention Program, BC Conservation Foundation

 
We will open for registrations in early January. Click here to be notified.

Questions? Please contact:

Jackie Morris, Executive Director
Columbia Mountains Institute of Applied Ecology
Box 2568, Revelstoke BC, Canada V0E 2S0
Phone and Fax: 250-837-9311
office@cmiae.org | www.cmiae.org

http://www.gov.bc.ca/for/index.html
http://www.spca.bc.ca/
http://www.crestonwildlife.ca/
http://forrex.org/
http://www.intref.bc.ca/
http://www.wildlifeaccidents.ca/
http://www.cmiae.org/Forms/events-notice.php
tel:250-837-9311
mailto:office@cmiae.org
http://www.cmiae.org/


MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS 
Held at the Regional District Board Room on September 16, 2011 at 11:00a.m. 
 
Present: Chris Moslin, Chair 
  Cher Wyers, City of Grand Forks Councillor 
  Gene Robert, City of Grand Forks Councillor 
  Michele Caskey, B.C. Lung 
  Roy Ronaghan, Press 
  Paul Pinard, Volunteer 
  Alvin Boyer, Ministry of Forests 
  Mike Van Ek, Interfor 
  Jenny Coleshill, Granby Wilderness Society 

Mona Mattei, Phoenix Foundation and Press 
 
Absent: John Vere, RDKB, City Wood Stove Program 
  Irene Perepolkin, Area D Director 
  Cheryl Unger, Interior Health Authority 
  Chris Heffley, Boundary Agricultural Society 
  Peter Shilton, Roxul 
  Sally Garcelon, School District #51 
  Doug Zorn, G.F. Boundary Regional Agricultural Society 
  Paul Willis, MoE 
  Karin Bagn and Wonder Dog, Volunteer 
  Jennifer Wetmore, Selkirk College 
  Joe Mottishaw, Emcon 
  Grace McGregor, Area C Director 
  Larry Ballard, Ministry of Transportation 
   
   
   
 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME AND REGRETS 
 
Chris Moslin called the meeting to order at 11:10a.m. and welcomed all those present 
and read the list of non-attendees. 
 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
Add:  Michele Caskey – New business – GF Fall Fair 
  Gene Robert – new business – ash from Roxul 
  
 



Moved: MOSLIN/WYERS 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE SEPTEMBER 16, 2011 AGENDA BE ADOPTED AS 
AMENDED.                                     CARRIED. 
 
         
          
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 
 
Chris Moslin reviewed the action items in the June 17, 2011 Environment Committee’s 
minutes and asked if they are any errors or omissions. 
 
Moved: PINARD/CASKEY 
 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 17, 2011 ENVIRONMENT 
COMMITTEE MEETING BE ADOPTED AS CIRCULATED. 
 

CARRIED. 
 
 
Chris spoke with regard to the Environment Committee budget dated August 31, 2011, 
and advised that the committee has spent approximately $1,000 and that there is some 
money still in the budget to spend.  
 

 
 
 
REPORT FROM THE AIR QUALITY SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Chris stated that this committee met on Sept 7 at City Hall and advised that the minutes 
in today’s package are a draft version.   One of the goals was to do a road dust study 
and do more work on the air quality plan.  He advised that a letter was sent to Dr. 
Eleanor Setton from University of Victoria requesting the use of a nephelometer. She 
advised that she is waiting for Paul Willis to contact. Paul will return at the beginning of 
October. Her suggestion was to train someone locally to work it.  It monitors road dust 
and wood smoke and it is available. The nephelometer is powered by a car battery 
while the operator sits in the car. Moslin advised that this instrument “sniffs” the air – it 
records information in real time and measures the density of the smoke and PM 2.5. 
 
Michele advised if anyone is curious of what this instrument looks like, it is located on 
Eleanor Sutton’s website. She advised that the website address is located in April 15th 
minutes in her report. She advised that you need three people in the car which consists 
of the operator of the instrument, a recorder and a driver. 
 



Chris advised that included in the package is a letter from Jennifer Wetmore who is the 
new representative for Selkirk College. He advised that her letter does show some 
possibility of partnership with an environmental co-op student, but that the cost is more 
than anticipated.  The letter advises that the City would apply for a summer student from 
fed Gov’t, responsible for paying the wages of the student – try to get employment 
grants. Robert advised that Community Futures could help with the posting and search 
for the position.  Moslin advised that the plan was to get the student to analysis and file 
reports. Cher advised that the Feds pay 80% and the City would contribute 20% to the 
wages – two thirds and one third ratios. Municipality would interview candidates to 
determine a successful student and would be an employee of the City. 
 
He went on to say that Jennifer Wetmore could help in formulating a job description. 
Student needs to be in a post secondary program – summer contract position for a 
number of weeks. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Gene spoke with regard to a dust concern on Riverside Drive – he advised that they 
were assured that the City would perform dust removal in this area, but it hasn’t been 
done yet. Chris suggested that a good area would be to place this nephelometer by the 
Slag pile.  
 
MOTION:  ROBERT/CASKEY 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT THE 
CITY OF GRAND FORKS ADDRESS THE DUST CONTROL PROBLEM ON THE 
ALLEYS ALONG RIVERSIDE DRIVE.                                                                            

    CARRIED. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
MOTION: ROBERT/PINARD 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL 
THAT THE CITY PARTICIPATE IN A NEPHELOMETER STUDY WITH UNIVERSITY 
OF VICTORIA, BC LUNG, AND SELKIRK COLLEGE, BY PURSUING THE HIRING OF 
A SUMMER STUDENT EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM WHICH BECOMES AVAILABLE 
IN JANUARY 2012.                                                                CARRIED. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Moslin spoke with regard to concerns for odours emitted from the composting program 
and of use of the Regional District Tub Grinder within the community. 
 
MOTION: ROBERT/BOYER 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE THAT REGIONAL DISTRICT OF KOOTENAY BOUNDARY 
STAFF BE INVITED TO THE NEXT MEETING TO DISCUSS THE FOOD SCRAP AND 
NEW COMPOSTING PROGRAM,  AND OF THE AVAILABILITY OF THE TUB 



GRINDER AS WELL AS BURNING PRACTICES AT LOCAL LANDFILLS AND 
RELATED CHARGES INVOLVED. 

CARRIED. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Alvin Boyer spoke with regard to illegal dumping that is occurring all of the time and that 
the worst is branches and large appliances/furniture. He further advised that the 
problem is catching the persons who are making the violations. 
 
 
 
REPORT FROM THE WATER SUSTAINABILITY SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Cher Wyers reviewed the sub-committee’s Minutes of Wednesday, September 7, 2011 
minutes and stated that Cheryl Unger has provided a template for a Bylaw template for 
well closures. She advised that the interpretation that the province does not get involved 
in well closures 
 
MOTION:      WYERS/PINARD 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS TO COUNCIL 
THAT CITY STAFF INVESTIGATE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A WELL CLOSURE 
BYLAW ON PROPERTIES CONNECTED TO THE CITY’S WATER SYSTEM.                                                                                

    CARRIED. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
New Business, from Paul Pinard, regarding the sani-station and spoke with regard to 
filling substantial sized drums at the sani-station dump on 19th Street. 
 
Cher spoke with regard to number 9 on their Sept 7th, minutes regarding the water 
meters for the City.  She advised that the City can apply Gas Tax Money to offset the 
application of water meters for the City. Moslin advised to wait until the City has heard 
something with regard to the Gas Tax Funds and that it will be up to the next Council to 
make a decision on how this is utilized. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Chris asked if there is a preference for certain times for the Environment Committee to 
tour the new solar thermal installation in City Park. The Committee would like to tour the 
facility on October 7th at 10:00 AM. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Jenny Coleshill spoke with regard to the committee partnering with the local fly fishing 
organization in assisting the picking up of garbage along a portion of the Riverside trail. 
Moslin suggested that this committee donate a $100.00 towards the clean up for bags, 
gloves and possible tipping fees. 
 



MOTION:     MOSLIN/CASKEY  
 
RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE DONATE A $100.00 TO THE 
KETTLE GRANBY AND BOUNDARY ANGLERS GROUP TO THE ANNUAL BRITISH 
COLUMBIA RIVERS DAY WITH A CLEAN UP OF THE RIVERSIDE TRAIL. 

CARRIED. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Cher Wyers stated that she attended a Local Concerned Citizens for Wildlife 
Management meeting, and advised that there is an opportunity for Bruce Davidson to 
speak to the Environment Committee regarding the protection of drinking water sources, 
and that the cost is $1000.00. Cher advised that the Wildlife group is willing to donate 
$500.00 toward bringing this speaker and looking for a partner to fund the additional 
$500.00. 
 
MOTION:    WYERS/ROBERT 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE FUND $500.00 IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE LOCAL CONCERNED CITIZENS FOR WILDLIFE 
MANAGEMENT TO BRING IN BRUCE DAVIDSON TO SPEAK AND ADDRESS THE 
PROTECTION OF COMMUNITY DRINKING WATER.                                 CARRIED. 
 
 
 
REPORT FROM THE CARBON NEUTRALITY SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Gene Robert spoke with regard to grants for funding the home envelope program. 
 
MOTION:   ROBERT/PINARD 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE ENDORSE JOHN VERE TO 
CONTINUE HIS EFFORTS IN THE HOME ENVELOPE UPGRADE PROGRAM.             

    CARRIED. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
MOTION: ROBERT/PINARD 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL 
THAT THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS INCORPORATE AN INCENTIVE PROGRAM 
FOR HOME ENERGY AND BUSINESS UPGRADES TO CUSTOMERS OF THE 
CITY’S ELECTRICAL UTILITY. 

CARRIED. 
 
Chris Moslin advised that there would be a cost to the City and what the City could pay 
as an incentive.  He also stated that there may be a legislative requirement for the city 
to do so. 



…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
MOTION: ROBERT/VAN EK 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT THE  
CITY OF GRAND FORKS SEND BC TRANSIT A LETTER REQUESTING THE 
CREATION OF A REGULAR DAILY BUS ROUTE WITHIN GRAND FORKS; AND 
FURTHERMORE THAT THE CITY REQUEST A SEASONAL WEEKLY BUS SERVICE 
TO TRAIL FOR MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS.                                               CARRIED. 
 
 
MOTION:     ROBERT/PINARD 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE ASK THAT BC TRANSIT 
PROVIDE THE RESULTS OF ITS SURVEY AND OF THE RIDERSHIP NUMBERS.  

    CARRIED. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
MOTION: ROBERT/PINARD 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL 
THAT THE BUILDING BYLAW BE AMENDED TO REQUIRE ALL NEW 
CONSTRUCTION TO INCLUDE SOLAR READY CONDUIT AND WATER METER 
READINESS.                                                                                                     CARRIED. 
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Paul Pinard has asked that the City send a letter thanking Fortis for the supply of Solar 
Cars. Moslin advised that he would write a letter and place under City Letterhead. 
 
Gene Robert asked if the Environment Committee could contact Homer Good with 
regard to ash in his yard. 
 
 
Next meeting for Environment Committee will be on Friday, October 21st, 2011 at 11:00 
AM at the RDKB Board Room.  Dates for sub committee meetings would be set by the 
respective chairs.  
 
 
QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION FORM THE PUBLIC 
 



Mona Mattei asked if any Sprinkling Regulations have been changed and was advised 
that there were no changes.  She advised there is a lot of abuse.  She spoke with 
regard to backyard burning abuse. She talked about no dust control on 17th Street and it 
has not been done. 
 
Roy Ronaghan asked is it within the mandate of this committee to know what is going 
into the waste water and sewage treatment system. He advised that one sani-dump 
killed all of the good organisms.  He wanted to know if there is a new brochure on the 
Live Smart BC and was advised that the program has been renewed but no new 
brochures are available. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Environment Committee of the City of Grand Forks was adjourned at 1:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Chris Moslin, Chair 



 

Introduction 

Since October 2010, the City of Cranbrook through the Urban Deer Management Advisory Committee 
has been working on a plan to manage the Urban Deer issue.   An urban deer resident survey was 
completed in late September 2010, a count of the urban deer population was undertaken in November 
2010 and an Urban Deer Management Strategy was presented and endorsed by Cranbrook City Council 
February 21, 2011.   
 
 An average of 92 deer, both mule deer and whitetail were observed during the count, which occurred 

over three consecutive Saturdays; 82 of those animals counted were mule deer. The total density of all 

deer counted in the City of Cranbrook is 3.7 deer/km2. The total density of mule deer is 3.3 deer/km2. 

Based on the survey counts, the overall density of deer in Cranbrook is relatively low. By comparison, 

the City of Kimberley reported a density of 20 deer/km2. The recommended density for deer 

management to take effect in Helena, Montana is 9.6 deer/km2. 

 

The City of Cranbrook recognizes that deer are a natural part of our environment and despite the fact 

that present mule deer numbers are considered low relative to other urban areas, anecdotal 

information from the public suggests that human and deer interactions in Cranbrook are increasing.      

 

Residents continue to express growing frustration with a range of deer issues from property damage to 

aggression towards both pets and humans.  Several recommendations including a public education 

campaign and a deer cull were presented to and endorsed by Council.  Those recommendations are 

based on the understanding that wildlife are a provincial management issue; that all rules and 

regulations, both municipal and provincial, must be abided by; and that the deer management strategy 

would focus on problem deer. 

 

Proposed Strategy 

The City of Cranbrook recommends implementing a cull strategy using six (6) baited clover traps, similar 

to the process currently in use in Helena Montana.  The method employed, developed and expanded on 

by Helena’s municipal government may be one option effectively administered by other government 

agencies, like the Ministry of Environment and Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 

Operations. 

 

The Helena management system is contracted out to one agent and one assistant and utilizes baited 

clover traps.   The bait mixture consists of corn, oats, barley and molasses topped with sliced apples, 

which lures the mule deer into the trap, tripping the gate enclosing the deer in a tubular frame covered 

with heavy netting. 

 

Agents quickly collapse the trap with the deer inside and dispatch the animal immediately and humanely 

with a ‘bolt gun’.  Agents promptly re-establish the trap from its collapsed state, open the gate and 

move the deer into a plastic sled for transfer to a waiting enclosed vehicle.   Agents then move on to the 



 

next clover trap location.   This procedure from arrival at the site to completion is less than five (5) 

minutes. 

The bolt gun is quiet; the agents professional and discrete.   The activity takes place in the early morning 

before most people are active.   The clover trap sites are established on private property.   Once all trap 

sites are visited, agents proceed to the state Fish and Wildlife compound, where the deer are dressed 

and placed in a cooler.   The site in Helena is equipped with electric hoists and meat tracking rails into 

the cooler.   The deer are sexed, aged and examined by Fish and Wildlife personnel prior to being 

shipped to a meat processing facility where the meat is converted for food bank distribution. 

 

Costs   (Based on US $ figures provided by City of Helena Deer Reduction Program Agents) 

Items         Cost 

Six (6) Clover Traps 

 Frames; no netting, paint, hardware, rebar stakes   $660.00 per trap   

(can be manufactured by local welding shop)    

Trap Netting (5 panels required per trap)    $500.00 per trap 

22 x 3 inch metal rings per trap to attach netting so unit will collapse $25.00 per trap 

Heavy cord (to sew netting to frame)     $50.00 per spool 

6 Rebar stakes (4 x 14”stakes, 2 short stakes with loops for trip line) $20.00 per trap 

Rat Trap (triggering device for traps, 1 per trap)    $4.00 per trap 

Trip line (recommend 15 lb test fishing line)    $4.00 for 1000 yards 

Light Trip Lever cord       $3.00 per trap 

 

Clover Trap Construction Total  ($1266.00 per trap X 6 Clover Traps) $7596.00** 

** Total cost does not include welding shop time, taxes or labour to assemble traps. 

Bolt Gun (2)        $949.00 per unit 

Bolt Gun Shells         $17.00 per hundred 

Tools         $100.00 

(shovel, 8lb sledgehammer, 5lb hammer, pliers, needle-nose,  

wrenches, 9/16 and 7/16 open end and box end wrenches, hacksaw) 

Jack (to assist in pulling stakes out of ground when moving traps) $60.00 

Clover Trap Bait mixture (50 lb bag of barley, oats, corn & molasses) $12.00 

Additional Items (Garbage bags, zip ties, etc)    $25.00 

Total         $9708.00 

 

(NOTE) - Need to consider costs around contracting staff, vehicles, gas, and insurance 



 

Recommendation Summary 

The City of Cranbrook requests the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Forests, Land and 

Natural Resource Operations commit funding and staff resources to the City of Cranbrook deer cull 

strategy as presented.  Alternatively, the City of Cranbrook would accept implementing the cull program 

through an authorized agent and/or contractor through the Ministry of Environment and Ministry of 

Forests, Land and Natural Resource Operations, with all associated costs resting solely with MOE and 

Ministry of Forests, Land and Natural Resource Operations. 

The City of Cranbrook also recommends that MOE and Ministry of Forests, Land and Natural Resource 

Operations purchase and maintain, at their cost, six (6) clover traps and all associated equipment to be 

used for the purpose of culling deer in the City of Cranbrook and further that these traps and associated 

equipment be shared with other municipalities in the region.  The City of Cranbrook Urban Deer 

Management Advisory Committee can suggest an experienced individual from Helena Montana who can 

provide, upon request, insight, information and training on the construction, use and maintenance of 

the clover traps, associated equipment and the proposed cull process.  Should the Province wish to 

utilize the services of this individual, any associated costs around travel and accommodation will be the 

responsibility of the Province. 

 

The City of Cranbrook requests that the Ministry of Environment commit the use of their local facility to 

keep the culled animals until such time, the meat can be properly processed and provided to local 

agencies to be used.   According to an email dated April 6, 2011 to Carmen Purdy, Chair of the 

Cranbrook Urban Deer Management Advisory Committee from Irene Teske, Wildlife Biologist with the 

Ministry of Natural Resource Operations Fish, Wildlife and Habitat Section, there appears to be a 

process to use culled deer for food.   Priority one is to donate culled deer to First Nations.  Should First 

Nations decline the deer or have reached their capacity, meat can be donated to local Food Banks 

provided those food banks acquire a permit from the MNRO to accept the deer.  Once Food Banks have 

reached capacity, the deer can then be given to individuals by way of an ‘Authorization to Possess Game 

Meat for Sustenance’ certificate, which is issued by local COS at no cost.  

To date, the City of Cranbrook has undertaken and completed each step suggested by the Province, 

through the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Forest, Lands and Natural Resource 

Operations.   The City has consulted with the public through a resident survey, created an Urban Deer 

Management Advisory Committee, conducted a count of the urban deer population in the City and 

generated an Urban Deer Management Strategy which was approved and adopted by City Council.   

 

The Province then came back to the City saying that the cull of deer by COS is not in their mandate, 

despite the fact that under the Wildlife Act, Section 1, Subsection 2, Parts 1 through 5 it clearly states 

“Ownership in all wildlife in British Columbia is vested in the government.”   An additional request was 

made by the Province to the City of Cranbrook draft a comprehensive deer cull strategy for submission 

to the Province.   The City of Cranbrook has completed the strategy and submits the Urban Deer Cull 

Strategy report to the Province for approval and action solely by the Province, by their respective 

ministries. 



Deer Committee Minutes 
City Hall 
September 15th, 2011 
 
 
Present:  Barb Dann, Chris Moslin, Brian Taylor, Brian Harris, Marcco Marello, 
Jenny Coleshill, Steve Warren, Cher Wyers 
 
1. Agenda was adopted. 
 
2. Preliminary Report on the morning deer count 
 180 deer   75 fawns   12 buck 
 
These are the same numbers as last fall.  This is strange considering the high 
ration of fawns.  So where did the deer go: 
 Increase in auto related deaths 
 An increase in the deer spreading out into surrounding area, although 
this years spotlight count was down slightly 
 A long winter 
 More fences, and the anti feeding bylaw have impacted food supply 
 
3. Contractor’s Services - Marco Marello 
 He has lots of experience with clover traps with deer and corrals for elk.  
He has not done a deer cull.  He ahs done wolf culls from a helicopter as well as 
fish counts on the Columbia.  The best time to trap deer is in the winter when 
they are hungry and easily lured into traps..  He has done relocation with 
sheep in large truck trailers. He has never used a bolt gun.  He has been in 
discussions with Cranbrook and Kimberley about his services.  He would 
charge about $150 per deer.   
 
4. MoE Report – Brian Harris 
 The committee then learned that MoE in the East Kootenays had agreed 
to the City of Cranbrook’s proposal  to construct and maintain 10 clover traps 
and the purchase of bolt guns.   
 The committee discussed the purpose and merits of an experimental 
capture and release program for this fall.  Instead the committee decided to 
send two members to participate in Cranbrook’s cull in December. 
 “moved that the committee fund the participation in Cranbrook’s cull 
by paying the expenses for 2 members of the committee to observe and 
participate” 
  carried 
 
 Brian went on to discuss the review of the firearms restrictions 
boundary as proposed by the RDKB.  He told the committee that there are only 
two reasons to closure an area to firearms hunting:  conservation and safety.  
There are no conservation issues but only safety issues.  Brian Harris and 



Dave Webster extended the boundaries but did not include the backside of 
Observation Mountain. 
 
5. Continuance of the committee 
  “ moved that the deer committee recommend to Council that the 
Deer Committee be reformed in 2012 to carry out the Deer Management Plan 
and that it have an annual budget of $10000” 
   Carried 
 
 
6. Restoration of Habitat – Brian Taylor 
 Brian Taylor described ho we could develop habitat areas on the 
periphery of town that would attract deer. This would involve setting up 
infrastructure for highway crossings.  There may be outside resources 
available for a novel plan.  Brian has suggested that a university may be 
interested in researching this possibility.  He would spearhead this project. 
 
 
7. Next meeting October 13th RDKB offices at 1:00 PM 
 
8. Meeting adjourned  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TASK LIST FOR MEETINGS SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 19TH, 2011 
ISSUE ASSIGNED COMPLETED 

PRIMARY COMMITTEE MEETING   
 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
SHEILA DOBIE – A representative from Columbia Basin Alliance for 
Literacy, extended an invitation for Council to participate in a 
community program called “Reach A Reader” which is on Wednesday, 
October 5th in Grand Forks. She advised that the group is seeking high 
profile people, such as members of Council, to campaign the streets 
for donations. She further advised that those that donate will receive a 
free paper in return. She commented that the group will define six 
locations in Grand Forks that will each area have four time slots 
between 10 and 3:30 PM. All members of Council who were present at 
the meeting: Councillors Wyers, Thompson, Davies, Moslin, Robert 
and Mayor Taylor have offered their services. Sheila advised that she 
will email the schedules to each member of Council. 

 

 
Members of 
Council to 
participate as 
advised to Ms. 
Dobie 

 
 
Done 

REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL   
1. Councillor Wyers:   

a) RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL SUPPORT THE 31ST ANNUAL BC 
RIVERS DAY TO ASSIST IN THE CLEAN UP PROCEEDS IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $100.00.       

Diane Done 

2. Councillor Davies:   
RESOLVED THAT THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS COVER THE EXPENSES 
OF MR. CURTIS BRATTEN OF HASKAP BERRIES CENTRAL TO COME TO 
GRAND FORKS AND DELIVER A WORKSHOP ON HASKAP BERRY 
PRODUCTION AT A COST OF NO MORE THAN $2,000.00.                                                                                                               

 

Diane to advise 
the presenters of 
Council’s intent 

 
Done 

3. Mayor Taylor:   
a)  
b)  

  

Report – Regional District of Kootenay Boundary:   
Councillor Wyers asked for an updated regarding the Kettle Falls International 
Railway.  The Mayor advised that they have nothing to report and are waiting 
for responses from the Stakeholders. The CAO advised that she will provide 
an update on the deadline for the Railway purchasing process. 

 

 
Lynne 

 
Done 

Recommendations From Staff for Decisions:   
a) RESOLVED THAT THE CORPORATE OFFICER’S REPORT, DATED 

SEPTEMBER 13TH, 2011, REGARDING THE APPLICATIONS REQUESTING 
INCLUSION IN THE 2012 ANNUAL TAX EXEMPTION BYLAW, BE 
RECEIVED. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL APPROVES THAT THE 
APPLICANTS LISTED BELOW BE INCLUDED IN THE 2012 ANNUAL TAX 
EXEMPTION BYLAW. 
 
GRAND FORKS SENIOR CITIZENS SOCIETY BRANCH 143 (SLAVONICS) 
GRAND FORKS HOSPITAL AUXILIARY (THRIFT SHOP) 
GRAND FORKS SENIOR CITIZENS SOCIETY BRANCH 28 (CITY PARK) 
SUNSHINE VALLEY LITTLE PEOPLE’S CENTRE 
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION BRANCH 59 
HARMONY LODGE FREEMASONS (MASONIC HALL) 
GRAND FORKS WILDLIFE ASSOCIATION (WILDLIFE HALL) 
ABBEYFIELD CENTENNIAL HOUSE 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BOUNDARY SOCIETY 
BOUNDARY LODGE ASSISTED LIVING 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Diane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In Progress 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



b) RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL DEFERS THE MOTION WITH REGARD TO 
THE GRAND FORKS HOTEL APPLICATION TO THE LIQUOR CONTROL 
AND LICENSING BRANCH FOR A PERMANENT CHANGE TO THEIR 
LIQUOR LICENCE FOR THE PREMISES LOCATED AT 7382-2ND STREET 
TO INCLUDE AN OUTDOOR PATIO, AND FURTHER DETERMINES THAT 
ADDITIONAL WRITTEN INFORMATION REGARDING THE CONTROL FOR 
NOISE CONTROL AND HOURS OF OPERATION FOR THE OUTDOOR 
PATIO BE PROVIDED TO COUNCIL FROM THE GRAND FORKS HOTEL 
FOR THE OCTOBER 11TH REGULAR MEETING.   
                                                     
c) RESOLVED THAT THE MOTION WITH REGARD TO OPTIONS FOR 
DOWNTOWN BIKE RACKS BE REFERRED TO THE HERITAGE REVIEW 
COMMITTEE TO RESEARCH OPTIONS FOR THE INSTALLATION OF BIKE 
RACKS IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA, AND FOR THE COMMITTEE TO 
CONSIDER INPUT FROM THE DOWNTOWN BUSINESSES AS PART OF 
THE PROCESS.                                                                                                                                 
 

d) RESOLVED THAT THE APPROVAL OF THE APPLICATION FOR A 
DEVELOPMENT VARIANCE PERMIT, THEREBY VARYING SECTION 
33(2)(e) AND SECTION 33(2)(g) WITH REGARD TO THE PROPERTY AT 
7536-10TH STREET LEGALLY KNOWN AS LOT 19, BLOCK 37, DL’S 108 & 
381, SDYD, PLAN 72 AS APPLIED BY THE APPLICANTS, CHARLES AND 
CHRISTINE ARNOLD, BE DEFERRED TO OCTOBER 11TH, 2011 REGULAR 
MEETING SO THAT MORE INFORMATION REGARDING THE 
APPLICATION COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO COUNCIL. 
 

The Mayor to 
Liaise with GF 
Hotel to receive 
further 
information in 
writing 
 
 
 
Heritage Review 
Committee to 
meet on Oct 5th 
 
 
 
 
Kathy/Diane 

 
Referred to Oct 
11th Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Referred to Oct 
11th Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
Referred to Oct 
11th Agenda 
 

Summary of Information Items:   
a)  Email – Quantum Leaps Sponsorship request via Councillor Moslin. -

Looking for financial support to attend Conference in Castlegar. 
Receive for discussion. 

RESOLVED THAT THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS SPONSOR A STUDENT 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE QUANTUM LEAPS CONFERENCE PUT ON BY 
KAST (KOOTENAY ASSOCIATION FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY) 
WHICH IS HELD IN CASTLEGAR, BC, ON OCTOBER 20TH, 2011 FOR THE 
AMOUNT OF $250.00 PROVIDED THAT THE SPONSORSHIP GOES TO A 
BOUNDARY STUDENT.                                                 

 
 
 
Diane 

 
 
 
Done 

c) Memo from Manager of Environment and Building Construction Services- 
Requesting approval from Council to publicly sell City’s surplus equipment that 
is no longer used by the City. That Council declares the listed equipment is 
surplus to the needs of the City, and further directs staff to advertise and 
sell the surplus equipment through a sealed bid process. 
 
RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL DECLARES THAT THE LISTED EQUIPMENT 
IN THE STAFF MEMORANDUM IS SURPLUS TO THE NEEDS OF THE 
CITY, AND FURTHER DIRECTS STAFF TO ADVERTISE AND SELL THE 
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT THROUGH A SEALED BID PROCESS 

 
 
 
 
 
Wayne 

 
 
 
 
 
Done 

Bylaws:   
Bylaw No. 1919 – RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL RECEIVES THE CHIEF 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER’S REPORT, DATED AUGUST 19, 2011, AND 
AMENDS BYLAW 1919, CITED AS “CITY OF GRAND FORKS 
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY PLAN BYLAW NO. 1919, 2011” AS 
RECOMMENDED BY URBAN SYSTEMS LTD, OUTLINED IN THEIR 
MEMORANDUM OF AUGUST 12, 2011.                                                                                              

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT BYLAW 1919, CITED AS “CITY OF 

GRAND FORKS SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY PLAN BYLAW NO. 1919, 
2011”, BE GIVEN THIRD READING AS AMENDED 

 
 
 
 
Lynne/Diane 

 
 
 
 
October 11th 
Meeting for Final 
Adoption 

Bylaw No. 1920 – RESOLVED THAT BYLAW NO. 1920, CITED AS THE 
“Amendment to the City of Grand Forks Zoning Bylaw No. 1920, 2011”, BE 
GIVEN THIRD READING 

Diane October 11th 
Meeting for Final 
Adoption 

Bylaw No. 1925 – RESOLVED THAT BYLAW NO. 1925, CITED AS THE 
“Amendment to the City of Grand Forks Recreational and Off-Highway Vehicle 
Regulation Bylaw No. 1925, 2011”, BE GIVEN FINAL READING 

 
Diane 

 
Done 
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