
THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS 
AGENDA – REGULAR MEETING 

 
Monday July 22nd – 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chambers City Hall 

 
 

 ITEM SUBJECT MATTER RECOMMENDATION 
 

    

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

7:00 p.m. Call to Order Call Meeting to Order at 7:00 
p.m.  
 

2 REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
 

 
July 22nd , 2013 Agenda 
 

 
Adopt Agenda 

3 MINUTES 
 
- June 24th,  2013 
- July 8th, 2013 

 
 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
Special Meeting 

 
 
Adopt Minutes 
Adopt Minutes 
 

4. 
 
 
 

REGISTERED PETITIONS AND 
DELEGATIONS 
       None 

 

 
 
 

 
 

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
        

 
 
 

 
 
 

6.  REPORTS, QUESTIONS AND 
INQUIRIES FROM MEMBERS OF 
COUNCIL (VERBAL) 
 

a) Corporate Officer’s Report 
 

 
 
 
 
Members of Council may ask  
questions, seek clarification and 
report on issues 
 

 
 
 
 
Issues seeking information on 
operations be referred to the 
Chief Administrative Officer prior 
to the meeting. 

7.  REPORT FROM THE COUNCIL’S 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF KOOTENAY 
BOUNDARY 
 
a) Corporate Officer’s Report 

 
 
 
 
 
The City’s Representative to the 
Regional District of Kootenay 
Boundary will report to Council on 
actions of the RDKB. 

 
 
 
 
 
Receive the Report. Please find 
attached, the May 23rd Regional 
District of Kootenay Boundary 
Meeting Minutes. 

8. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM STAFF 
FOR DECISIONS: 

 
a) Chief Administrative Officer – 
Brand Management Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Council’s consideration to adopt the 
Brand Management Plan as 
presented 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Council receives the Staff report 
regarding the proposed Grand 
Forks Marketing Overview Brand 
Management Plan as referred by 
the Committee of the Whole at 
the July 22nd, 2013, COTW 
meetings, and determines to 
adopt the Brand Management 
Plan as presented. 
 



b) Development & Engineering – 
Request for Amendment to the 
City of Grand Forks Zoning Bylaw 
No. 1606, 1999 

 
 
 
 
c) Development & Engineering – 

Application for Site Exemption 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d) Development & Engineering – 

Bellamy Development Variance 
Permit 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff introduction to the proposed 
amendment to the Grand Forks 
Zoning Bylaw 
 
 
 
 
 
The City is in receipt of an application 
from Neil Gillespie for a site specific 
exemption for property located at 910-
63rd Avenue to reduce the 100ft 
setback from the Kettle River to 60 ft, 
to construct a 720 square foot garage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The City is in receipt of a 
Development Variance Permit 
application requesting to construct an 
800 sq.ft. garage and storage building 
in front of the principal building, as 
submitted by David & Hyacinth 
Bellamy, property owner, located at 
6369 – 12th Street. 

Council receives the information 
regarding the proposed 
amendment to the Grand Forks 
Zoning Bylaw and further directs 
Staff to prepare a Zoning 
Amendment Bylaw for their 
consideration. 
 
Council receives the Staff report 
and approves the site specific 
exemption application to reduce 
the 100 foot setback from the 
Kettle River to 60 feet to 
construct a 720 square foot 
garage behind the existing 
principal building as submitted by 
the property owner, Neil 
Gillespie, for property legally 
described as Lot A, DL 382, 
SDYD, Plan KAP45954 located 
at 910-63rd Avenue, subject to 
compliance with City Bylaws and 
in substantial compliance with 
the plans presented with the 
application. 
 
Council receives the Staff report 
and approves the development 
variance permit to construct an 
800 square foot garage/storage 
building in front of the principle 
building as submitted by the 
property owners, David & 
Hyacinth Bellamy, located at 
6369 – 12th Street legally 
described as N ½ of Lot 2, Block 
A, DL 382, SDYD, Plan 123, 
subject to compliance with City 
Bylaws and in substantial 
compliance with the plans 
presented. 

9. 
 
 

REQUESTS ARISING FROM 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
None 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

10. 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
- Summary of Informational Items 

         

 
 
Information Items 10(a) to 10(k) 

 
 
Receive the items and direct 
staff to act upon as 
recommended 

11. BYLAWS 
 

 a) Chief Financial Officer –Bylaw 
1971, Amendment of the City of 
Grand Forks Bylaw No. 1955 to 
establish and impose a flat tax on 
Northwest 79th Avenue Road and 
Electrical Local Area Service 

 

 
 
At the June 24th, 2013, Regular 
Meeting, Council gave first three 
readings to Bylaw No. 1971. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Council considers giving final 
reading to Bylaw No. 1971, a 
Bylaw to amend the City of 
Grand Forks Bylaw No. 1955, to 
establish and impose a Flat Tax 
on Northwest 79th Avenue Road 
and Electrical Local Area Service 



b) Corporate Officer – Repealing 
Bylaws No. 1979, 1980, 1981, 
1982, 1983, 1985 & 1986 
intending to repeal redundant 
bylaws 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c) Manager of Building Inspection 
& Bylaw Services - Bylaw No. 
1956 – New Traffic Regulations 
Bylaw 
 

d) Manager of Building Inspection 
& Bylaw Services - Bylaw No. 
1957 – New Municipal Ticketing 
Information Bylaw 
 

e) Manager of Building Inspection 
& Bylaw Services - Bylaw No. 
1959 – New Park Access Bylaw 

 

Presentation of seven Repealing 
Bylaws that intend to repeal 
redundant bylaws which are being 
replaced with updated bylaws as 
presented within the same meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On June 24th, Council gave three 
readings to the Traffic Regulations 
Bylaw No. 1956. 
 
 
On June 24th, Council gave three 
readings to the Municipal Ticketing 
Information Bylaw No. 1957. 
 
 
On June 24th, Council gave three 
readings to the Park Access Bylaw 
No. 1959. 
 

Staff recommends Council gives 
final reading to: 
 
a. Bylaw No. 1979, a bylaw to 

repeal Bylaw No. 1004, “the 
City of Grand Forks Traffic 
Regulations Bylaw, No.1004, 
1977”, and all amendments 
thereto. 

b. Bylaw No. 1980, a bylaw to 
repeal Bylaw No. 1378, “The 
City of Grand Forks 
Municipal Ticket Information 
Bylaw No. 1378, 1993”, and 
all amendments thereto 

c. Bylaw No. 1981, a bylaw to 
repeal Bylaw No. 1355, “The 
City of Grand Forks Park 
Access Bylaw No. 1355, 
1992”, and all amendments 
thereto 

d. Bylaw No. 1982, a bylaw to 
repeal Bylaw No. 1680, “The 
City of Grand Forks 
Unsightly Premises Bylaw 
No. 1680, 2001”, and all 
amendments thereto 

e. Bylaw No. 1983, a bylaw to 
repeal Bylaw No. 1681, “The 
City of Grand Forks Noise 
Control Bylaw No. 1681, 
2001”,  and all amendments 
thereto 

f. Bylaw No. 1985, a bylaw to 
repeal Bylaw No. 999, “The 
City of Grand Forks Minimum 
Maintenance Standards 
Bylaw No. 1999, 1976”. 

g. Bylaw No. 1986, a bylaw to 
repeal Bylaw No. 1320, “The 
City of Grand Forks Fire and 
Life Safety Bylaw” and all 
amendments thereto 

 
 
Council considers giving final 
reading to Bylaw No. 1956, 
“Traffic Regulation Bylaw No. 
1956, 2013” 
 
Council considers giving final 
reading to Bylaw No. 1957, “City 
of Grand Forks Municipal 
Ticketing Information Bylaw” 
 
Council considers giving final 
reading to Bylaw No. 1959, “City 
of Grand Forks Park Access 
Bylaw No. 1959, 2013” 



f) Manager of Building Inspection 
& Bylaw Services - Bylaw No. 
1962 – New Unsightly Premises 
Bylaw 

 
g) Manager of Building Inspection 

& Bylaw Services - Bylaw No. 
1963 – New Noise Control 
Bylaw 
 

h) Manager of Building Inspection 
& Bylaw Services - Bylaw No. 
1965 – New Fire & Life Safety 
Bylaw 
 

On July 8th, Council gave three 
readings to the Unsightly Premises 
Bylaw No. 1962 
 
 
On June 24th, Council gave three 
readings to the Noise Control Bylaw 
No. 1963 
 
 
On June 24th, Council gave three 
readings to the Fire & Life Safety 
Bylaw No. 1965 
 

Council considers giving final 
reading to Bylaw No. 1962, “City 
of Grand Forks Unsightly 
Premises Bylaw” 
 
Council considers giving final 
reading to Bylaw No. 1963, 
“Grand Forks Noise Control 
Bylaw” 
 
Council considers giving final 
reading to Bylaw No. 1965, “City 
of Grand Forks Fire & Life Safety 
Bylaw” 
 

 
12. 
 

 
LATE ITEMS 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
. 

 
13. 
 
 

 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
AND THE MEDIA 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

14. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 

 
 

 











































































































































































































 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS 
 

COUNCIL INFORMATION SUMMARY  
FOR JULY 22ND , 2013 

 

 
 
 

1. UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 
 

 ITEM SUBJECT MATTER RECOMMENDATION 
CORRESPONDENCE TO/FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

10(a) Thank-you card from 
GFSS- 2013 Graduation 

For City support for 2013 
Scholarships 

Receive for information 

10(b) Thank-you card from 
Boundary Museum Society 

For City funding for 2013 Receive for information 

10(c)  Correspondence from 
Oscar Hirsig 

Requesting a Two Lane 
Lawn Bowling Green in 
City Park 

The matter has been referred to Staff 
to provide a report to Council  with 
further information. 

10(d) Correspondence from the 
Grand Forks & District 
Recreation Commission of 
Regional District of 
Kootenay Boundary 

Requesting a meeting with 
Council to discuss and 
develop a community wide 
shared use agreement for 
the use of facilities and 
services 

Council determines to discuss and 
develop a community wide shared use 
agreement for the use of facilities and 
services with the Grand Forks & 
District Recreation Commission of the 
Regional District of Kootenay 
Boundary, School District No. 51 and 
other interested parties and advises 
the Recreation Commission staff on a 
date when they would like to set up the 
meeting. 

10(e) Correspondence from the 
City of Winnipeg 
Squadron-Canadian 
Forces Decoration 

Advising that Chief 
Warrant Officer, Terence 
Leo Doody, is retiring in 
our area and is requesting 
a welcoming letter from the 
Mayor 

Council authorizes the Mayor to send a 
letter of welcome to Chief Warrant 
Officer, Terence Leo Doody, to the 
area and further acknowledging CWO 
Doody’s outstanding career. 

10(f) Correspondence from the 
BC Dogwood Klub 

Advising of the great 
services of the visitor’s 
centres in Grand Forks & 
Christina Lake and voicing 
their disappointment at 
some of the business 
establishment responses 
to their donation requests 

Receive for information 

    
CORRESPONDENCE TO/FROM STAFF 

10(g) Advertising funding 
request from the Border 
Bruins 

Requesting $500.00 for 
support for their on-ice 
advertisement logo as the 
City has supported in the 
past 

Council to receive for discussion 

Date:  July 15th, 2013 
Agenda: July 22nd, 2013 
Proposal: To Receive the Items Summarized for Information 
Proposal By: Staff 

Staff Recommendation: 
That Information Items numbered 10(a) to 10(k) be received and acted upon as recommended. 



 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS 
 

COUNCIL INFORMATION SUMMARY  
FOR JULY 22ND , 2013 

 

 

10(h) Advertising funding 
request from the Grand 
Forks & District Fall Fair 

Requesting $500.00 for the 
City to sponsor a Miniature 
Chuck wagon at the fall fair 
as the City has done in the 
past 

Council to receive for discussion 

10(i) Rotary Club Press 
Release 

The Rotary Club and the 
Kettle River Community 
Garden will be hosting a 
free public workshop at the 
Community Garden the 
evening of July23 

Receive for information- everyone is 
welcome to attend 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
    

FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
10(j) Meeting request 

information to meet with 
Premier Clark & Cabinet 
Ministers 

Council has opted to 
choose four meetings with 
Cabinet Ministers at the 
UBCM on the following 
topics: 

1. Infrastructure 
2. Deer Issue 
3. Highway corridor 
4. Columbia Basin 

Trust 

The meeting request process is 
underway 

10(k) From the City of Trail Regarding Power Prices in 
the Fortis BC Service Area 

Receive for information 

    
    

INFORMATION FROM UBCM/FCM/AKBLG 
    
    

MINUTES FROM OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
    
    
    































 

 

Rotary Club of 
Grand Forks, British Columbia 

7903 - 18th St. Grand Forks BC V0H 1H2 Canada 
http://www.clubrunner.ca/Portal/Home.aspx?accountid=931 

 

For immediate release – July 13, 2013 

Kettle River Community Garden to show off drip irrigation and water conservation 

Grand Forks, BC – The Kettle River Community Garden will soon be showing off how to use drip 
irrigation to save water and grow healthier plants, thanks to a grant from the Rotary Club of Grand 
Forks and the Rotary Foundation. 

The grant enables the Community Garden to install a drip irrigation system and demonstrate water 
conservation techniques to the community in a public workshop on July 23. 

“Residents of Grand Forks love to garden. But our large lots and watering practices mean we have 
very high domestic water use compared to other communities in the region,” said Graham Watt, 
Rotarian and volunteer with the Community Garden. 

Home gardeners have many options for reducing water use, including building soil with mulch and 
compost, capturing rain water in barrels or changing irrigation practices. 

Drip irrigation can reduce water use in the garden by up to 75%, and targets the needs of individual 
plants and crops such as watering the root zone of tomatoes instead of the leaves. 

“The drip irrigation being installed in the community garden is a perfect example of a simple and 
effective way everyone can make a difference in water conservation,” said Grace McGregor, 
Rotarian and Chair of the Kettle River Watershed Management Plan Advisory Group. 

Gardeners are looking forward to other benefits, too – according to Christine-Ann Baker, 
coordinator of the Kettle River Community Garden, “the drip irrigation will cut down on the weeds 
that are being watered with the overhead sprinklers.” 

Y&R Water will install the system this week and help train garden members in using and 
maintaining the system. 

“Each of the garden beds will have their own shut-off,” explains Mike Jones from Y&R. “Gardeners 
will then be able to fine-tune their beds with drip lines or spray emitters – it’s really easy to change 
it up during the growing season.”  

“The Grand Forks Rotary Club is involved in many international projects in education, health care 
and other areas,” said Wayne Christensen of the Grand Forks Rotary Club. “We are very pleased to 
have a local project that contributes to water conservation and sustainability here in Grand Forks.” 

The Rotary Foundation is matching the contribution of the Grand Forks club to the project under a 
District Community Grant.  

“Water conservation, food security and wellness are all high priority issues for Grand Forks and the 
Boundary region as well as for The Rotary Foundation,” said Watt. “It’s great to support the 
community garden in meeting these needs.” 

The Kettle River Community Garden and the Rotary Club of Grand Forks will host a 
free public workshop at the garden in the evening of July 23.  



 

 

Rotary Club of 
Grand Forks, British Columbia 

7903 - 18th St. Grand Forks BC V0H 1H2 Canada 
http://www.clubrunner.ca/Portal/Home.aspx?accountid=931 

 

This workshop will show garden and community members how to use drip irrigation to conserve 
water and make gardening easier and more productive. Registration information and directions can 
be found at http://www.eventbrite.com/event/7445183745. 

 
Contacts 
Christine-Ann Baker 
Coordinator, Kettle 
River Community 
Garden 
kettlerivercommunityg
arden@gmail.com 
 

Graham Watt 
Rotary Club of Grand 
Forks 
250.444.0550 
plan@kettleriver.ca 
 

Wayne Christensen 
Rotary Club of Grand 
Forks 
250.442.2152 
 
 

Grace McGregor  
Rotary Club of Grand 
Forks 
250.447.9293 
 

– 30 – 
 

http://www.eventbrite.com/event/7445183745




 

 
Ministry of Community, Sport 
and Cultural Development 

 

 
Office of the Minister 
 

 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9056 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria BC  V8W 9E2 
 
Phone: 250 387-2283 
Fax: 250 387-4312 

 
Location: 
Room 124 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria BC  V8V 1X4 
 
www.gov.bc.ca/cscd  

 
 
 
Dear Mayors and Chairs: 
 
It is my pleasure to write to you regarding scheduling appointments at the upcoming annual 
UBCM Convention taking place in Vancouver, September 16 to 20, 2013.  As the new Minister 
of Community, Sport and Cultural Development, I am particularly looking forward to attending 
the Convention and meeting with many of you. 
 
You will have recently received a letter from Honourable Christy Clark, Premier, containing 
information about the online process for requesting a meeting with the Premier and Cabinet 
Ministers.  I am pleased to provide you with information regarding the process for requesting a 
meeting with me, as well as with provincial government, agency, commission and corporation 
staff. 
 
If you would like to meet with me at the Convention, please complete the online form at: 
CSCD Minister’s Meeting and submit it to the Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural 
Development contact identified before August 12, 2013.  Meeting arrangements will be 
confirmed, or you will be advised of alternate arrangements, by early September.  I will do my 
best to accommodate as many meeting requests as possible. 
 
Ministry staff will be sending you, via email, the provincial appointment book listing all 
provincial government, agency, commission and corporation staff that are available to meet with 
delegates at the Convention, as well as providing you with details about the online process for 
requesting a meeting. 
 
I would also like to remind your community to apply for the “2013 Open for Business Awards,” 
which support government’s commitment to implement the BC Small Business Accord.  The 
Award provides $10,000 for up to 20 local governments that best demonstrate they are operating 
within the spirit of the BC Small Business Accord principles.  The application deadline is 
July 12, 2013.  Instructions for the award and the online version of the application can be found 
at:  www.SmallBusinessRoundtable.ca. 
 
 
 
 

…/2 
  

http://www.civicinfo.bc.ca/UBCMMeetingRequest/index.asp?type=cscd�
http://www.smallbusinessroundtable.ca/�


 
 
Mayors and Chairs 
Page 2 
 
 
I look forward to another productive Convention and to working with you in the year ahead. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Coralee Oakes 
Minister 
 
pc: Honourable Christy Clark 

Premier 
 

 Her Worship Mayor Mary Sjostrom 
President 
Union of British Columbia Municipalities 



______________________

(flT[I 111T

______________________
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July 8, 2013

To: Mayors of Communities within the Fortis BC Service Area

From: Mayor Dieter Bogs on behalf of the Mayors of the Communities
within the Lower Columbia Region

Subject: Power Prices in the FortisBC service area

The Mayors of the Cities of Rossland and Trail along with the Villages of Fruitvale, Montrose
and Warfield and the Directors of two adjacent Electoral Areas (A & B) are in receipt of
information from a local economic development group who commissioned a study on power
rates in the Lower Columbia region serviced by FortisBC. The Energy study compared
residential and commercial/industrial rates within the Fortis BC service area with those of
BCHydro. On average the residential power rate in the Fortis BC service area is approximately
20% higher than that of BCHydro. In the past, power rates in the Lower Columbia region were
as much as 20% lower providing the region with a distinct economic advantage. Today the
residents within the FortisBC service are placed at a disadvantage as each household experiences
a lower disposable income.

The report outlines the primary reasons for this rate disparity and these are summarized as:

• Government interference in BCHydro rate setting which has resulted in the accumulation
of a significant debt load which will need to be settled at some point.

• A legislated lower debt to equity ratio requirement which financially favors BCHydro.
• A lower cost of capital for BCHydro as a result of utilizing the full financial backing of

the province.
• Postponed infrastructure improvements in an aging generation, transmission and

distribution system.

The BCHydro debt load and infrastructure improvements will need to be addressed at some
point. The concern of the Lower Columbia elected officials is that given the magnitude of the
financial burden, the provincial government may place the financial responsibility on each
taxpayer of the province and not just the BCHydro ratepayers who have benefitted from
artificially lower rates for a number of years. Placing the financial burden on each taxpayer in
the province will be unfair to the taxpayers not within the BCHydro service area.

TILtfL
City Hall • 1394 Pine Avenue, Trail, BC, Canada V1R 4E6 4 Telephone: (250) 364-1262 • Fax: (250) 364-0830

Public Works • Telephone: (250) 364-0840 • Fax: (250) 364-0831
www.trail.ca I eMail: info@trail.ca



Page 2
July 8, 2013
POWER PRICES IN THE FortisBC Service Area

The elected representatives of the Lower Columbia region are preparing to make representation
to the provincial government and having the involvement and commitment of all communities
within the Fortis BC service area will provide a stronger voice. The intention is to ensure that the
province appropriately deals with the BCHydro financial situation and that the economic
competiveness of communities within the FortisBC service area is addressed.

Could you please indicate your willingness to join the communities of the Lower Columbia
region in making representation to the provincial government by contacting the City of Trail’s
Deputy Corporate Administrator, Sandy Lucchini at (250) 364-0809 or by email to
slucchini(,trail.ca by Wednesday, July 31, 2013. The group will be submitting a meeting request
by August 12, 2013 to discuss this matter with the Premier and the Minister of Energy and Mines
at the upcoming UBCM session in September and would be pleased to have you in attendance at
this meeting.

Please also indicate in your response the preferred contact information to provide you with the
meeting details if the meeting request is granted as well as any other background material or
information that becomes available in the meantime.

We look forward to hearing from you regarding this important issue.

Sincerely,

Dieter A. Bogs
Mayor

Attach: Palmer, Vaughn “To Bennett falls the punishing task of defending galloping
Hydro expenditures” The Vancouver Sun July 4, 2013



Vaughn Palmer: To Bennett falls the punishing task of defending galloping Hydro expend... Page 1 of 3

Vaughn Palmer: To Bennett falls the punishing task
of defending galloping Hydro expenditures
BY VAUGHN PALMER, VANCOUVER SUN COLUMNIST JULY 4, 2013

VICTORIA — After a week of facing questions about BC Hydro’s ambitious capital expenditures,

Energy Minister Bill Bennett found himself Thursday in the position of answering for the government-

owned utility’s apparent lack of ambition in disaster preparedness.

Ironically, much of the capital plan is dedicated to preparing the network of dams and transmission

lines to withstand an earthquake or other natural disaster — the looming threat that Hydra has

reputedly failed to meet in other ways, according to an audit released this week.

Bennett referenced the apparent contradiction after the Opposition brought up the audit during question

period.

“Let’s not paint a picture that they are completely unprepared for disaster because that’s not true,” said

Bennett. “BC Hydro is investing $1.2 billion in the John Hart dam at Campbell River and $800 million at

the Ruskin dam outside of Coquitlam to address seismic upgrades — to get ready for a disaster.”

Then came his challenge to the New Democrats: “It’s interesting that over the past week we have

heard from the Opposition that Hydro is spending too much money on capital projects, that they are

Energy Minister Bill Bennett was back on the hot seat over BC Hydro in question period Thursday, this time over the utility’s
disaster preparedness in the case of a major earthquake or other natural disaster.

Photograph by: Ward Perrin Ward Perrin, PNG

http://www.vancouversun.comlstoryprint.html?id=861841 9&sponsor= 7/9/2013
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increasing debt, that this is a bad thing and they should stop. But would the members on the other side

not have BC Hydro invest in seismic upgrades? At $1.2 billion for the John Hart dam, $800 million for

the Ruskin dam. Are those projects that we shouldn’t do?”

Turnabout rarely works in question period. It is the Opposition that does the asking and none of the

New Democrats rose to Bennett’s bait.

Outside the house, John Horgan, the NDP energy critic, pointed out that the audit was not focused on

Hydro’s admittedly huge capital spending. Rather it identified shortfalls in management, organization,

training, planning and overall preparedness for disasters.

On that score, Bennett agreed Hydro needed to play catch-up. ‘I am surprised that they are not further

along,” he told reporters, then added, with a tone of resignation: “This is not the first surprise that I’ve

had from BC Hydro and I am pretty sure it is not going to be the last one.”

A reference there to the surprise changes in the Hydro capital plan — particularly the soaring price tag

for the Northwest Transmission line — that dominated the coverage of last week’s update on the

provincial budget.

Bennett met face to face with Hydro CEO Charles Reid in Victoria Tuesday to discuss the overrun.

He’s still seeking a fuller explanation for how a project that was originally priced at $395 million is now

pegged at $746 million, plus a further $180 million for a recently approved extension.

As Bennett probes deeper, he’ll no doubt discover the full implications of the massive amount of capital

spending by Hydro under the Liberals.

The $1 .2-billion modernization and safety upgrade on the 65-year old John Hart facility on Vancouver

Island and the $800 million for the 80-year-old Ruskin dam and generating station in the Lower

Mainland are only part of the story.

Hydro has spent almost $2 billion adding four additional generating units to empty bays on the

Revelstoke and Mica dams.

Five turbines at the GM Shrum generating station at the Bennett dam are being replaced at a cost of a
quarter of a billion dollars. A new Interior-to-Lower Mainland transmission line is priced in the $700-

million range. New substation to service growing communities in Surrey: $100 million. Refurbishing and

upgrading aging transmission facilities in central Vancouver: $200 million.

Those notorious smart meters are costing close to $1 billion. Though Hydro has yet to approve the $8-
billion hydroelectric dam at Site C on the Peace River, it has nevertheless spent $258 million on the

project.

In short, nothing that Hydro undertakes is low budget. The utility has paid out $14 billion on its own

capital projects since the Liberals took office in 2001. The updated capital plan tabled last week calls

for a further $7 billion in outlays over three years, or $21 billion in all.

http ://www.vancouversun.comlstoryprint.html?id86 1841 9&sponsor 7/9/2013
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With the government raiding Hydra for annual dividends for provincial finances and Hydra itself parking
billions of dollars worth of current expenditures in myriad deferral accounts, most of the capital plan is
funded with borrowed money.

That, in turn, goes a long way toward explaining Hydro’s burgeoning burden of debt, currently growing
at the rate of 11 per cent a year and scheduled to hit $19 billion in early 2016.

All of this is public, all of it has to be covered one way or another by Hydra’s ratepayers.

“I can’t imagine howit is a surprise to anybody that there’s upward pressure on rates,” Bennett told
reporters Thursday. Indeed, by Hydra’s own reckoning, financing charges now account for about one
quarter of the upward pressures on rates. The cost of energy, operations and amortization contribute
the rest.

More sobering is the prospect that most of the aforementioned capital borrowing went to maintain and
upgrade the existing network of dams, generating stations and transmission lines.

Factor in the need for more generating and carrying capacity to meet future growth, including the
proposed expansion into liquefied natural gas, and the pressures on rates can only continue —

onward, and ever upward.

vpaImer(vancouversun.com

© Copyhght (c) The Vancouver Sun

http://www.vancouversi.m.com!storyprint.html?id=861841 9&sponsor= 7/9/2013




























































































































































































































	Regular Meeting Agenda for Monday, July 22nd 
	1. CALL TO ORDER
	2. ADOPTION OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
	3. MINUTES
	- Adoption of June 24th Regular Meeting Minutes
	- Adoption of July 8th Special Meeting Minutes
	4. REGISTERED PETITIONS & DELEGATIONS-None
	5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS-None
	6. REPORTS, QUESTIONS AND INQUIRIES FROM MEMBERS OF COUNCIL
	7. REPORT - REGIONAL DISTRICT OF KOOTENAY BOUNDARY
	- May 26th RDKB Meeting Minutes 
	8. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM STAFF FOR DECISIONS:
	a) Brand Management Plan
	b) Request for amendment to the Zoning Bylaw 
	c) Gillespie Application for Site Exemption
	d) Bellamy Development Variance Permit
	9. REQUESTS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE: None
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